Energy Efficiency and Sustainability Master Plan – for Hawaii’s future

Department of Education:
Leading by Example
Persistently high and volatile fuel-oil prices, driven by tightening resource constraints –
and punctuated by regional catastrophes, such as Japan’s 2011 tsunami – have impacted
severely on Hawaii’s economy of late. Because of Hawaii’s oil-heavy energy mix, and its
position at the end of lengthy-supply chains, the state finds itself near the pinnacle of
growing global energy insecurity.
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But that budgetary drain could be turned into a real financial asset, by
realizing on the clean energy potential held across the Department’s
real estate – at its schools, offices, colleges and grounds. Through a
comprehensive, optimized and coordinated deployment of both energy
efficiency measures, and clean energy generation, that $45m utility
bill could be freed up, for investing back into Hawaii’s most important
asset – its young citizens.

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration

That insecurity directly impacts on Hawaiians, and in particular on
its rising generations, with the Department of Education’s energy bill
soaring to $45m from $30m over the last 7 years. With its budget
under considerable pressure, that is $45m that is unavailable for
the equipping of its classrooms, the training of its teachers and the
upgrading of its schools.
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That is the goal that has spurred the Department into creating the
framework for its Energy Efficiency and Sustainability Master Plan
(EESMP). This Plan would see a roll-out of distributed clean energy
generation, and energy conservation and efficiency measures, to
every one of Hawaii’s schools, and to all of the Department’s facilities.
The combined effect of these measures could be to reduce the
Department’s energy expenditure to zero. But that is only the start
of where the EESMP could lead Hawaii, as it re-imagines its clean
energy future.
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